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New  Mills  Urban  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

For  the  Year  1939.  - 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Temporary)  : 

R.  H.  TITCOMBE,  M.D.,  Ch.B..  D.P.H.  (Viet.) 

Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

JOHN  A.  THOMPSON,  A.R  San.  I. 


D1SLEY, 

October  21st,  1940. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
New  Mills  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  report  for  the  year  1939. 

Section  A  — Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  (in  acres)  5,242. 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  (a)  residential  population 
mid-year,  1939:  8,150;  (b)  average  population  appropriate  to 
the  calculating  of  death  rates,  8,173. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1939)  2,512. 

Rateable  Value,  £43,037. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate,  £164. 
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The  chief  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  are  textile,  weaving 
and  calico  printing,  paper  making  and  inetal  working.  Where 
works  have  closed  owing  to  trade  conditions,  employment  has 
been  obtained  in  surrounding  areas;  also  new  industries  have 
to  some  extent  replaced  the  old  ones  and  mitigated  unemploy¬ 
ment. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


Live  Births 


(  Legitimate 
(  Illegitimate 


Total  M  F 
94  43  51 

4  1  3 


Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population,  (mid  1939) 
12-025. 


Still  Bii-tlis  (Legitimate . 

(illegitimate 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still )  births,  30'61. 


Total 

o 

O 

0 


M 

1 

0 


Total  M 

Deaths  .  107  57 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population,  13'22. 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes,  0. 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births,  0. 


F 

2 

0 


F 

50 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  .  ...  ...  ...  61'22 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  6L22 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  0 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1/ 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  0 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  ...  0 


Section  B— General  Provisions  of  Health  Services 

for  the  Area. 

Laboratory  facilities  are  available  at  Laboraties  of  the 
Derbyshire  County  Council  at  Derby. 
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Ambulance  Facilities. 


Infectious  Diseases. 

One  Ambulance  provided  by  the  Isolation  Hospital  atChinley 

Non-Iniectious  Cases  and 
Maternity  Cases. 

Two  Ambulance  vehicles  and  one  driver  maintained  by 
Voluntary  Public  Subscriptions. 


Section  G — Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area, 
Water. 

A  consultation  was  held  at  New  Mills  on  January  19tli,  1939, 
when  there  were  present:  The  Clerk  to  the  Couucil,  Mr.H.  Heap 
and  Dr.  Evans  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratories,  Manchester, 
the  representative  of  Messrs.  Bell  Brothers  (the  makers  of  the 
filters),  the  Water  Manager,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Further  samples  were  also  taken  on  that  date  and  as  a  result 
of  the  consultation,  and  after  consideration  of  the  results  of  all 
the  analyses,  including  those  of  the  year  1938,  the  Council  was 
advised  that  the  soda-ash  process  (Bell  Bros.)  should  be  applied 
to  the  Ball  Beard  filters  to  ensure  the  correct  Ph.  value  of  the 
water,  so  that  flocculation  of  the  alumina  would  take  place  before 
filtration,  instead  of  afterwards  (which  had  been  taking  place 
occasionally). 

The  Council  approved  of  this  course  and  the  process  was 
instituted  on  the  Ball  Beard  supply  with  considerable  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  efficiency  of  the  filters. 

New  alum  tanks  were  also  supplied  and  the  shunt-feed 
process  adopted  for  the  supply  of  alum  to  the  Low  Leighton  raw 
water. 

During  the  year,  14  samples  of  water  from  the  inlets  and 
outlets  of  the  filters  and  on  the  district  have  been  taken  and 
examined  bacteriologically  and  chemically  and  one  sample  from 
a  private  supply.  The  results  of  the  analyses  were  good  with  the 
exception  of  the  sample  from  the  outlet  of  Low  Leighton  filters 
and  on  the  districts  supplied  by  these.  These  were  taken  in 
December,  which  was  a  very  wet  period,  and  before  the  addition 
of  the  shunt-feed  alum  process  to  the  Low  Leighton  supply. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratories, Manchester,  were  approached 
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with  a  view  to  regular  monthly  sampling  of  the  supply.  By 
arrangement  with  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  regular 
monthly  analyses  have  since  been  arranged  at  the  Laboratories 
of  the  Derbyshire  County  Council. 

Drainage  and  Sewage. 

The  scheme  for  the  alterations  and  additions  to  the  Sewage 
Disposal  Works  was  commenced  in  June,  the  Contractors  being 
Messrs.  Wellerman  Bros.  Ltd.,  Hyde.  Good  progress  was  made 
with  the  excavation  and  foundation  work  until  the  outbreak  of 
war  in  September,  when  considerable  difficulty  was  experienced 
in  obtaining  materials  and  labour.  The  position  eased  towards 
the  end  of  October  and  good  progress  was  made  until  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  December  when  extremely  bad  weather  commenced  and 
persisted  until  the  end  of  the  year. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

Pollution  is  controlled  by  the  appropriate  authorities. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  are  no  Swimming  Baths  in  the  area. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

There  has  been  four  conversions  to  the  water-carriage  system. 

Number  of  closets  of  each  type  remaining  at  the  end  of  the 
year  1939 : 


Water  Closets 

.  1,326 

Waste  Water  Closets 

...  ...  525 

Pail  Closets  ... 

.  37 

Privy-middens 

.  27 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report  is  appended 

(a)  146  inspections  were  made  of  dairies,  houses,  slaughter¬ 
houses,  sanitary  arrangements,  water  supplies,  &c. 

(b)  One  informal  notice  was  served. 

(c)  173  nuisances  were  abated  with  or  without  notices. 

Schools. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  schools  was  satisfactory  and 
the  water  to  all  schools  is  from  the  Council’s  mains. 


With  reference  to  Infectious  diseases,  affected  schools  were 
visited,  contacts  were  swabbed  and  disinfection  of  the  premises 
carried  ont  as  required. 

Section  D  — Housing. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  arranged  for  an  enquiry  to  lake  place 
on  October  3rd,  1939,  concerning  four  demolition  areas,  involving 
74  houses.  Owing  to  war  conditions,  this  enquiry  has  been 
postponed  indefinitely. 

Housing  accommodation  has  been  considerably  strained, 
owing  to  the  influx  of  evacuees  from  bombed  areas. 

Administration  of  Factories  Act,  1937. 

Various  inspections  have  been  made  during  the  year. 

Section  E- Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  Supply. 

64  Milk  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 
for  Tubercle  Bacilli.  No  samples  contained  Tubercle  Bacilli. 

Meat  and  other  Foods. 

The  Meat  Inspector  reports  as  follows  : 

The  following  carcases  were  killed  and  examined  in  the 
Slaughterhouses  of  New  Mills  : 


Cattle, 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  . 

844 

3403 

263 

Number  inspected 

844 

3403 

263 

Tuberculosis — 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

4 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

10 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  infect¬ 
ed  with  Tuberculosis 

1'66 
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Four  cow  carcases  and  three  forequarters  of  beef  were  con¬ 
demned  for  Tuberculosis;  also  seven  complete  offals  were 
condemned. 

The  slaughter-houses,  bakehouses,  etc.,  were  duly  inspected 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Section  F— Prevalence  of,  and  control  over,  Infectious 
and  other  Diseases. 

The  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  during  the 
year,  with  the  exception  of  Measles,  was  low.  There  were  7 
cases  of  Diphtheria  and  8  of  Scarlet  Fever,  all  but  one  of  which 
were  treated  in  Hospital. 

In  January,  February  and  March,  there  was  a  mild  epidemic 
of  Influenza,  but  there  were  no  cases  of  Broncho-pneumonia 
following.  5  cases  of  Pneumonia  were,  however,  notified  during 
the  last  quarter  of  the  year. 

There  was  a  considerable  epidemic  of  Measles  during  Sep¬ 
tember  and  October.  34  cases  were  notified,  although  this 
number  probably  did  not  represent  the  true  incidence.  Notifica¬ 
tion  from  the  schools  of  known  and  probable  cases  of  Measles 
and  the  prevalence  of  the  disease  before  notification  was  made 
compulsory,  indicate  that  a  considerably  larger  number  of 
children  suffered  from  the  disease. 

From  th e  records  of  notified  cases,  it  is  apparent  that  the 
largest  number  of  children  affected  were  between  the  ages  of  5 
and  10  years  of  age. 

Classes  at  schools  were  swabbed  in  two  instances,  resulting  in 
the  finding  of  one  Diphtheria  carrier,  who  was  isolated  in  Hospital. 

One  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  one  of  Diphtheria  occurred 
amongst  evacuees  to  the  New  Mills  area. 

Artificial  Immunisation  against  Diptheria. 

Only  five  children  have  been  immunised  during  the  year.  It 
is  to  be  regretted  that  though  this  service  is  provided  by  the 
Council  free  to  all  children  under  five  years  of  age,  more  children 
have  not  been  immunised  against  Diphtheria. 

Consideration  is  being  given  to  the  provision  of  Measles 
serum  for  the  area. 
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Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during 

the  year  1939. 


Disease 

No  of  cases 
notified 

Removed  to 
Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

8 

7 

Diphtheria 

7 

7 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

Erysipelas  .. 

5 

2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

5 

0 

3 

Measles 

34 

0 

1 

Cases  of  Notifiable  Diseases  at  varying  ages  during  1939- 

Age  Groups. 
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Tuberculosis.  New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1939. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Periods 

Respiratory 

,  non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

non- 

Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 

1 

1 

5 

5 

15 

1 

25 

5 

1 

1 

35 

45 

1 

55 

l 

1 

65  and  over 

1 

Totals  ... 

3 

5 

7 

1 

2 

There  were  110  non-notified  Tuberculosis  deaths. 

The  death  rate  from  Phthisis  Pulmonalis  was  0"24. 

A  comparison  of  the  vital  statistics  with  those  of  England 
and  Wales  is  as  follows  : 


England  and  Wales 
New  Mills  ... 


General  Infantile 

Birth  Kate  Death  Kate  Death  Rate 

15  ...  12-3  ...  50 

12-025  ...  13-22  ...  61-22 


Your  obedient  servant, 

K.  H.  TITCOMBE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


October  21st,  1940. 


Annual  Report  of  Sanitary  Inspector 

New  Mills  Sanitary  District,  19S9. 

Name  of  Inspector  -  JOHN  A.  THOMPSON. 


Area  of  District .  5,204  acres 

Estimated  number  of  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  2  567 

New  Houses  erected,  1939 — (a)  by  Local  Authority  ...  0 

(b)  by  Private  Enterprise  ...  12 


Number  of 

Number  of 

Numberof 

Inspections 

Notices  served 

Nuisances 

made  by 

abated  with 

Sanitary 

or  without 

Inspector 

Informal 

Legal 

Notice 

Closets  and  Ashpits — 

Conversion  of  Privies  into  W.C’s 

13 

6 

Provision  of  Portable  Ashbins 

99 

Drainage — 

Defective  Waste  Pipe,  Traps,  Inlets  1 

and  Drains  ...  ...  ...  V 

86 

62 

Drains  Obstructed  ...  ...  ...  J 

Other  Defects — 

Roofs,  Eaves,  Spouts  &  Down  Spouts 

1 

1 

Water  Supply  ... 

29 

1 

Nuisances  not  specified  above 

3 

3 

Total . 

132 

1 

171 

Nuisances 

Number  ou 

Inspections 

Notices 

abateii  with 

Register 

made 

served 

or  without 

Notices 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 

85 

4 

1 

Bakehouses 

13 

5 

1 

Slaughterhouses 

Offensive  Trades . 

7 

1 

2 

2 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

1 

2 

Totals . 

108 

14 

2 

15th  April,  1940 


(Signed)  JOHN  A.  THOMPSON 


* 


